Municipal stormwater managers are encouraged to work with their EPA = EPA’s Low Impact Development Website

Regional Office to learn more about how to be designated as a qualifying The EPA's LID website provides information and links to information
local program. You can find your EPA Regional Stormwater Coordinator at about Low Impact Development ideas and techniques at www.epa.
www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater gov/owow/nps/lid

The Permit (cont.)
How can sites be designed to reduce pollution after construction is completed?

After construction is complete, a site’s long-term impact on stormwater
quality also needs to be considered. Preventing stormwater pollution starts
with good site design. Local governments should encourage land devel-
opers fo use site designs that decrease stormwater runoff volume and
contamination. Low Impact Development (LID) is a relatively new concept
for stormwater management that uses site designs aimed at minimizing
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hydrological and environmental impacts associated with land develop-
ment. It emphasizes dealing with stormwater close to where it falls, using
management techniques such as infiltration and pollution prevention rather
than construction of large collection, conveyance, and storage systems. This
approach provides significant protection to surface waterbodies and helps to
reduce the size and frequency of flood events. Coupled with Smart Growth
approaches—which look at growth and development on a broader scale—
your community could reap water quality and quantity benefits at both the
local and watershed scale.

Local Programs
Relationships

Due to the large number of active
construction sites, our success in
addressing complex and challenging
stormwater impacts to our nation’s waters
depends on effective cooperation among
all levels of government, including local
(county, parish, municipal, city, town,
district), state, and federal authorities.

Approximately 6,000 local governments
across the country operate municipal
separate storm sewer systems (MS4s)
that are required to develop programs to oversee construction projects.

A key obijective of these programs is to ensure that construction site
operators eliminate or minimize the volume of stormwater and the
discharge of pollutants, including sediment, to the MS4 and, ultimately,

to local waterbodies. Local governments are required to review and
approve erosion and sediment control plans and to conduct inspections of
construction sites to ensure compliance with local requirements.

Qualifying local programs

If @ community has a strong erosion and sediment control program, EPA
may designate it as a Qualifying Local Program. In these cases, construc-
tion site operators would follow the local requirements. A qualifying local
erosion and sediment control program must have equivalent provisions
to EPA's NPDES program, including requirements for:

How do federal NPDES requirements relate to local requirements?

Many local governments have their own requirements for construction sites (erosion and sediment controls,
clearing and grading requirements, stormwater, etc.). Construction site operators are encouraged fo use materials,
such as erosion and sediment control plans, that can safisfy both local and NPDES requirements. Operators must
also understand that compliance with local requirements does not equal compliance with NPDES requirements, or
vice-versa, unless the local program has heen designated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) as

a Qualifying Local Program.

] Appropriate erosion and sediment control
: BMPs
ERDSioM ) .
COMTROL L] Control of other construction site wastes
L] Development and implementation of a SWPPP
L] Review of the erosion and sediment control
portion of the SWPPP
L] Inspection of construction activities

L] Other NPDES requirements applicable to the
municipality

= Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Stormwater Website
EPA's website contains links to information such as the Construction
General Permit (CGP), frequently asked questions, downloadable
publications that you may easily reproduce, and SWPPP guidance and
training information at
www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/construction

= Construction Industry Compliance Assistance
Center
This is a free environmental compliance assistance website for contractors,
builders, and developers. It was developed with EPA grant funds and
construction industry trade organization guidance. It features concise
explanations about stormwater and other environmental requirements,
links to state permitting authorities, and links to some of the best
guides from industry, federal and state government, and nonprofits,
including EPA's comprehensive new compliance guide: Managing Your
Environmental Obligations, A Planning Guide for Construction and
Development at www.CICACenter.org/stormwater

* Stormwater Manager’s Resource Center
The Stormwater Manager’s Resource Center (SMRC) is designed
specifically for stormwater practitioners, local government officials,
and others who need technical assistance on stormwater management
issues. Created and maintained by the Center for Watershed
Protection, the SMRC has everything you need to know about
stormwater in a single site af www.stormwatercenter.net

Also visit the Center for Watershed Protection’s main website at
Www.cwp.org

Smart Growth

EPA's Smart Growth Webpage contains guidance documents, tools and
resources for understanding and applying smart growth ideas to urban
planning ot www.epa.gov/smartgrowth

The Smart Growth Network is a partnership organization dedicated
to raising public awareness of how growth can improve community
quality of life. The Network seeks to promote smart growth best
practices, develop and share information, innovative policies, and
tools and ideas and to cultivate strategies that address barriers to and
advance opportunities for smart growth at www.smartgrowth.org
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Getting the Word Out...
The Role of Local Governments
In Implementing the NPDES
Stormwater Program for
Construction Sites
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(NPDES) permit coverage for stormwater runoff. These permits require operators
of these sites to implement steps to prevent sediment and other pollutants from
washing off into nearby streams, rivers, lakes, and coastal waters.

Many involved in the construction industry are unaware of these new require-
ments or don’t understand them. Local governments are uniquely posi-
tioned to play an important role by providing information to people
in the construction industry who might need NPDES permit coverage.

You can help by distributing the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)’s
brochure entitled Does Your Construction Site Need a Stormwater Permit to build-
ers who may need to apply for coverage under EPA’'s Construction General Permit
(CGP). This brochure is available online
(www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwatermonth).

Your municipality is in a state where EPA is the permitting authority (many states
operate the NPDES permitting program under delegated authority). Therefore,

construction activities. This umbrella permit covers all
construction and land disturbing activity in certain states,
(EPA is the permitting authority for several states, induding
yours). Each operator of a construction site then applies for
coverage under this broad general permit.

Many people are familiar with local building permits—
someone files an application with a local government office,
and that office issues a permit. Unlike this process, NPDES
permits for construction activities are issued first, and then
individuals apply for coverage under the existing permit. It
is important that construction site operators obtain
and read a copy of the Construction General Permit
before applying for permit coverage.

operators of construction sites in your area that meet the requirements described below must obtain

permit coverage from EPA.

This guide provides local government officials with background information on EPA’s stormwater
permitting requirements for construction sites. For additional resources, such as guidance documents,

contact lists, and outreach materials, visit EPA's NPDES stormwater website
(www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/construction).

What activities need stormwater permit coverage?

= Generally, operators of construction sites disturbing one or more acres of land will

need NPDES permit coverage for their stormwater discharges.

= Operators of smaller sites that are part of a larger, common plan of development
that disturbs a total of more than one acre of land will also generally need NPDES

permit coverage for their stormwater discharges (for example, someone building
a single house on a half-acre lot in a ten-acre planned development would likely
need NPDES permit coverage.)

Who needs coverage under a stormwater permit?

Permitting Authority

EPA is the permitting

authority in Alaska,

the District of
Columbia, Idaho, Massachusetts,
New Hampshire, New Mexico,
Puerto Rico, most Indian Country

The operator of a construction site is responsible for obtaining NPDES stormwater permit cover- Lands, U.S. territories (e.g. Guam,

age. EPA's Construction General Permit defines operator as any party that has:
= Operational control over the construction plans and specifications
and/or

= Day-to-day operational control of the site

The term operator may include owners, general contractors, or independent subcontractors.

Operators may be corporations, government officials, or private citizens. There may

entities at a site that meet the definition of operator, and all must obtain coverage under EPA’s
CGP. For more information, visit www.epa.gov/npdes/cgp and see Section 3 and Appendix A

of EPA's CGP

Local governments will also need to apply for NPDES permit coverage when their
own projects disturb more than one acre (for example, construction of a new

municipal building, park, etc.).

American Samoa) except the Virgin
Islands, and for federal facilities
in Vermont, Colorado, Washington,

and Delaware.
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